cardiac anaesthetist will find little new of interest, and would be better directed to more detailed texts.
JOHN POOLE
Pharmacology of Neuromuscular Function.
W. C. Bowman; John Wright & Sons Ltd., U.K.; £10.50; pp. 186; 220 x 140. This is an excellent book in which Professor Bowman summarises in 133 pages the current state of knowledge of the neuromuscular junction and the effects of drugs. A further 46 pages of references enable the reader to find the most pertinent original contributions. The early part of the book deals with the physiology and more academic aspects of function at the neuromuscular synapse, and provide a sound basis for the latter part which is directed towards a discussion of the effect of neuromuscular blocking drugs. Among the highlights in the latter part is a very clear discussion on the block following succinyldicholine, the presynaptic block due to tubocurarine, the unwanted effects of non depolarising blockers and the potential use of 4-aminopyridine as an antagonist. There is also useful discussion on the effect of sympathomimetic amines and dantrolene on muscle contraction.
Although the book covers a wide range of information, it is very readable and forms a companion volume to Muscle Relaxants edited by R. L. Katz. An anaesthetist with particular interest in the neuromuscular junction will want a copy of his own, and others should have ready access to it for reference through departmental libraries.
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